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ABSTRACT

A stereoselective synthesis of the macrolactone core of the potent anticancer agent neopeltolide is disclosed. The key steps of the synthesis
include asymmetric allylation using Krische’ protocol, conjugate reduction using MacMillan’s methodology, and an asymmetric hetero-
Diels�Alder reaction using Jacobsen’s catalyst. Substrate controlled diastereoselective 1,3-anti reduction of a keto alcohol, Luche reduction
followed by Ireland�Claisen rearrangement, oxymercuration, and reductive lithiation are other key steps.

Neopeltolide 1 is a macrolide isolated byWright and co-
workers in 2007 from a Caribbean sponge of the neopelto-

lide family collected off the Jamaican coast.1 Neopeltolide

exhibits potent cytotoxic activity against several cancer cell

lines (e.g., IC50 0.56, 1.2, and 5.1 nM against P388 murine

leukemia, A-549 human lung adenocarcinoma, and NCI-

ADR-REShumanovarian sarcoma respectively) aswell as

DLD-1 colorectal cell lines and the PAWC-1 pancreatic

cell line1,2 in addition to inhibiting the growth of the fungal

pathogenic yeast Candida albicans with an MIC value of

0.62 μg mL�1 in liquid cultures. The key structural char-

acteristics of neopeltolide include a 2,4,6-trisubstituted

tetrahydropyran ring contained in a 14-membered macro-

lactone framework, an oxazole having an unsaturated

chain appended through an ester linkage, and six stereo-

genic centers.

The complex macrolide structure and potent biological
activity of neopeltolide have stimulated extensive enthu-
siasm among synthetic chemists, and several total3 and
formal4 synthesis have been reported. The initial indepen-
dent reports of Panek3a and Scheidt3b led to a revision of
the original stereochemical configuration at C11 and C13.
Kozmin and co-workers,5 on the basis of biological testing
of neopeltolide and of a simplified analogue, identified
cytochrome bc1 complex as the cellular target.
Herein,we report anew synthesis of themacrolactone core

of (þ)-neopeltolide adopting a strategy wherein three of the
six stereocenters were introduced using organocatalytic or
metalcomplexpromotedcatalyticasymmetric transformations
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and the remaining three were introduced with excellent
stereoselectivity by substrate controlled asymmetric induc-
tion. The C5 hydroxy group is accessed with the natural
stereochemistry by oxymercuration�demercuration. As
outlined in Scheme 1, the hydroxy group at C5 in 2 was
envisioned to be introduced after lactonization of seco acid
3, which in turn was envisaged to be obtained by coupling
sulphide 4 and aldehyde 5. Sulphide 4 can be assembled
from subunits, diene 6 and aldehyde 7, taking advantage of
the hetero-Diels�Alder reaction.

The synthesis commenced with the enantioselective orga-
nocatalytic hydride reduction of enal 8,6 usingMacMillan’s
protocol.7 Thus exposure of themixture ofE/Z isomers of 8
to the trichloroacetic acid salt of (S)-2-tert-butyl-3-methyli-
midazolidin-4-one, 9 (20mol%), and 1.2 equiv ofHantzsch
ester resulted in complete conversion to the 1,4-reduction
product (75% yield, 95% ee).8 The pyran ring was

constructed by a hetero-Diels�Alder reaction between al-
dehyde 7 and siloxy diene 6,9 in the presence of (S,S)-
Cr(III)-salen-BF4

þ 10,10 to furnish pyranone 11 with high
diastereoselectivity (75% yield)11 after TFA treatment. To
thebestofourknowledge this is the first exampleof ahetero-
Diels�Alder reaction of an aldehyde possessing a sulfide
moiety with diene 6 promoted by Jacobsen’s catalyst.12

Substrate controlled chemoselective reduction of the
carbonyl group using Luche’s protocol13 afforded cis-2,4-
disubstituted pyran derivative 12 (96% yield) exclusively.
Acetylation (95% yield) followed by Ireland�Claisen
rearrangement14of the derived silyl ketene acetal afforded
unsaturated ester 14 after esterification of the resulting acid
using etheral diazomethane (95% yield for two steps).
Reduction of the ester using LAH yielded the primary
alcohol 15 (90% yield) that was subsequently protected as
its TBS ether 4 (95% yield) under standard conditions,
Scheme 2.

Scheme 1. Retrosynthetic Analysis of (þ)-Neopeltolide

Scheme 2. Synthesis of Dihydropyran 4

(6) Preparation of enal 8 was achieved in three high yielding steps
from commercially available chloro acetone; see: Supporting Informa-
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The C13 stereogenic center was created by an asym-
metric allylation of n-butanol using the chemistry devel-
oped by Krische.15 Thus iridium complex 16 (2.5 mol %)
catalyzed reaction of allyl acetate with n-butanol in the
presenceof (R)-BINAPyieldedhomoallyl alcohol 17 (85%
yield, 97%ee).16Protectionof the hydroxygroupas its silyl
ether afforded compound 18 (95% yield) which on ozo-
nolysis furnished aldehyde 5 (87% yield), Scheme 3.

With aldehyde 5 in hand, we turned our attention to its
coupling with the organolithium derivative obtained from
the reductive cleavage of the alkyl carbon�sulfur bond of
phenyl thioether 4 performed using a single electron
transfer (SET) reaction. Thus treatment of 4 with lithium
4,40-di-tert-butylbiphenyl (LiDBB)17 followed by addition
of aldehyde 5 furnished an epimeric mixture of alcohols 19
(65% yield) that was subjected to IBX oxidation18 to yield
ketone 20 (85% yield). Deprotection of the TBS ether
using TBAF under buffered conditions yielded the diol 21
(95% yield). Diastereoselective reduction of the carbonyl
group in the presence of an excess of isobutyraldehyde
and zirconium tert-butoxide following the modified
Evans�Tishchenko protocol19 afforded the anti-1,3-diol
derivative2022 (85%yield, 98:2 anti/syn), possessing five of
the six stereocenters of the target. Curiously, under the
reaction conditions the free primary hydroxy group was
also protected as its ester, probably via an intermolecular
redox reaction. O-Methylation using sodium hydride

and methyl iodide yielded methyl ether 23 (88% yield),
Scheme 4.

The diester was hydrolyzed to furnish diol 24 (90%
yield). Selective oxidation of the primary hydroxy group21

in24usingPhI(OAc)2/TEMPOto the aldehyde 25 followed
by Pinnick oxidation furnished seco acid 3 (85% overall
yield). Cyclization of 3 under Yamaguchi’s conditions22

provided the 14-membered macrolactone 26 (56% yield).
It only remained to introduce the C5 hydroxy group to
complete the formal synthesis of neopeltolide. This was
accomplished by oxymercuration�demercuration as ori-
ginally reported by Panek and co-workers3a to selectively
furnish the macrolactone 2 (60% yield). The spectroscopic
data of our synthetic material were found to be in complete
agreement with those presented by Panek. Considering
Panek’s two-step conversion of 2 to (þ)-neopeltolide, the
present route represents a formal total synthesis.
In summary, we have disclosed a new stereoselective

route to (þ)-neopeltolide (3.83% overall yield in 16 steps
by the longest linear sequence) exploiting catalytic asym-
metric reactions. The synthetic route is characterized by
high stereoselectivity in the creation of the stereogenic

Scheme 3. Synthesis of Aldehyde 5

Scheme 4. Formal Synthesis of Neopeltolide 1
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centers by reagent or substrate control, readily available
starting materials, mild reaction conditions, and its poten-
tial to prepare analogs.
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Note Added after ASAP Publication. In the version
published ASAP on April 19, 2012, reference 4e did not
detail a formal synthesis but instead a total synthesis
of neopeltolide, it has been relocated as reference 3f.
The correct version reposted on April 24, 2012.
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